

Children’s Water Festival



Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota


[image: image1.emf]Children’s Water Festival
Minneapolis/St. Paul Metro Area, Minnesota

Central States Water Environment Association
Submitted by: 
Patti Craddock, P.E.


Craddock Consulting Engineers
CSWEA Public Education Committee Chair, MN Section Chair

On Behalf of the Sponsoring Organization:

Metro Area Ground Water Alliance (MAGWA)

Summary

The Minneapolis/St. Paul Metro Area Children’s Water Festival celebrates its theme, “Water is Life”, with a day of hands-on opportunities for students to learn about water and its importance to people and our natural environment. The festival is held annually in September at the State Fairgrounds in St. Paul, Minnesota. It brings fifth grade students from each of the seven Metropolitan counties together with hundreds of area professionals involved in our water environment. Teachers can select from over 30 different learning stations to provide 6 to 8 half-hour sessions on topics that best fit their curriculum needs and the interests of their students. Example topics include: where the water goes when the toilet gets flushed, how tiny bugs can serve as an indicator of water quality, the importance of wetlands, and basic water science. 
Objective
The purpose of the festival is to educate fifth-grade students about our water resources and to present ways they can help ensure a future where both the quantity and quality of water resources are protected and managed wisely.

Achievements

This program is the year-round effort of multiple private and public entities that provide teachers a focus for water education topics and elementary students a high-impact event to learn about our water environment. Highlights include:
· The Metro Area Children’s Water Festival has provided water educational enrichment to:

· Over 350 classes
· Over 8,000 students, primarily fifth graders

· An educational event for teachers to build a classroom water environment curriculum around

· Increased awareness of water topics documented by an average pre- to post-test score increase of 25-30%
· Finances that cover free lunch and bus transportation costs for classes
· Eight years of successful participation of public and private sector partners in the planning, sponsoring, and day-of event involvement. Planning and sponsoring organizations have had a consistent core group and some changes each year. In 2004 and 2005:
· Number of planning partners = 12-14
· Number of persons involved in each event

· Operations – over 50 handling logistics and 45 guides for the classes
· Presenters – over 30 stations with 1-5 persons 
· Total – 130-170

· Number of sponsors – 30
· A learning and fun-filled day for hundreds of students, teachers, and volunteers, as documented in Exhibit A – the Guide provided at the Festival.
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